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enthusiasm.

Mr Ernest Kivcr gave his annual concert last week at Prince's
Hall, and, with his usual enterprise, introduced two new trios for
pianoforte and strings, by G. J. Bennett and Ecluard Schiitt. More
I cannot say, as I was, unfortunately, unable to be present.

14 June 1893

IF many concerts make a good season, the present must be of the
best. There are not only concerts, but audiences; and these
audiences include a certain proportion of persons who conceiv-
ably pay for their tickets. One of the novelties of the year is a new
concert-room in the depths of the Grafton Gallery, very pleasant
in this weather, whatever it may prove in winter, and offering to
the critic an opportunity of sneaking away from the music to look
at die pictures. A caged bird, with no change of air except as
between two perches and a ring, must feel much the same as I do
when caged in London in June hopping restlessly from St James's
to Prince's Hall, and from that again to Steinway Hall. The
Grafton Gallery is an extra perch for me; and I offer my blessing
to Mr Farley Sinkins, the enterprising concert agent who has
discovered it. I visited it for the first time last week to hear
Madame Swiatlowsky's concert, where I found Madame Haas and
Max Reichel playing a sonata presentably, but with no extra-
ordinary solicitude, Herr Reichel giving himself no more trouble
than a good first violin in the orchestra would take over a rather
difficult score. Madame Swiatlowsky sang a florid air of Handel's
in an original and very un-English fashion. Instead of making it
as like a foot rule as possible, with the minims, crotchets, quavers,
and semiquavers all mechanically marked off, she managed to
strike out a purely musical treatment in which the hard outlines
vanished and the aria, though somewhat jellified (if I may so
express myself), came to life as a song instead of remaining a mere
"hude de la vdlocitd" She also sang a serenade from Saint-Sae'ns'
Ascanio, greatly to my surprise; for, though I well remember
conscientiously sitting out that solemnly manufactured grand
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